
This week: W13 The Miracles of Jesus  

The four Gospels record many of the miracles Jesus performs during his 

public ministry.  He heals the sick, overrules the laws of nature, casts out 

demons and returns the dead to life.  His miracles are not only a 

demonstration of his compassion and power, they are also proof that he is 

who he claims to be – the Son of God. 

Daily Readings 

1 All you can eat  Luke 9:1-36   

 How do you feel about sharing God’s Good News with others? 

 

2 Imaginative faith  Matthew 14:22-36   

 What are your biggest problems?  What makes you fearful?  What 

could you do to seek God in the midst of your storm? 

 

3 I see what you mean!     John 9    

 How would you trace the progression of faith in your life?  Do you 

have any honest questions about Jesus? Who could help you sort 

them out?  

 

4 In the name of Jesus   Mark 5:1-20 

 In what ways, if any, have you become addicted to sin?  How could 

you open yourself to God’s radical healing power in your life?  

 

5 Dead man walking     John 11 

 Is there anything about Jesus that threatens you?  is there anything 

that you love more than Jesus?  

 

Next week: W14 The Cross of Christ 

My favourite Bible verse - Norman Hamilton, Presbyterian Minister  

‘A fool finds no pleasure in understanding but delights in airing his own opinions.    He who 

answers before listening – that is his folly and his shame.  The heart of the discerning acquires 

knowledge; the ears of the wise seek it out..’    Proverbs 18: 2, 13, and 15  (NIV) 

‘Even in churches we appear to value the airing of opinion rather than the bringing of wisdom 

and discernment to any issue. The net effect is that our thinking seems to be shaped more by the 

radio phone-in than by the teaching of Scripture.  

As these verses make clear, mere opinion is folly, but understanding and discernment are to be 

sought long before we speak. To answer before listening is not mere folly – it brings shame on 

those who do it.  

The shame of instant opinion or the lack of discernment comes from our being flawed and sinful. 

Our minds have been scarred by the fall, and salvation is as much about the renewing of the 

mind as of the soul (as Romans12.2 makes so clear).  

The question for you - and me – is one which demands a clear answer. To what extent has my 

thinking and my mind been changed by my reading of Scripture and its application to my life by 

the Holy Spirit?’ 

Previous session:  W12 The Teachings of Jesus 

Refresh:  a summary of last week’s message 

• The reason Jesus took time to teach was that he was convinced that we were 

capable of learning and understanding and responding. 

• His style of teaching was through parables in order to make the truth less accessible 

and therefore only learned by those who would pursue it. 

• It is not enough to know where to find out about God – like some spiritual database – 

we need to know what he actually has to teach us otherwise it will not impact our life. 

• John primarily recorded Jesus’ teaching about himself while Matthew recorded a 

series of lessons repeated several times in sequence dealing with our behaviour, our 
God, and Jesus himself. 

• A Sunday morning Bible milkshake will never be enough for anyone to properly know 

what Jesus is teaching. 

Freshen up:  some ideas 

Take your book mark that lists the titles of each of the 20 chapters that are unpacking  this 

amazing picture of God and his Glory.   

We have now covered 13 of the chapters.  In a few sentences against each chapter title write 

out the reason that God told us each of these particular things about himself, how he chose to 

do it, and also recall the implications for us. 

If you are struggling – look at the bulletin insert for Week 11 and ‘Tracking the story’ or for a 

fuller summary check again the refresh section of each weekly insert. 


